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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

Alexandria Division 

OXYGEN FORENSICS, INC., 
        Plaintiff / Counter-Defendant, 
v. 
MAX WEISSBERG, 
        Defendant / Counter-Plaintiff. 

Civil Action No. 1:26-cv-02826-RDA-LRV 

DECLARATION OF MAX WEISSBERG 
IN SUPPORT OF OPPOSITION TO MOTION 

FOR PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

I, Max Weissberg, declare under penalty of perjury under 28 U.S.C. § 1746 as follows: 

1.  I am the Defendant. I am over 18. I have personal knowledge of the facts in this declaration, 

except where I state belief, and if called I could testify to them. 

2.  I live at 343 20th Street, Apartment 4, Brooklyn, New York 11215. My email is 

tovareeshmakc@gmail.com. My telephone number is (917) 378-3000. 

3.  I was employed by Oxygen Forensics, Inc. as a Marketing Campaign Specialist from on or 

about December 20, 2023, until October 17, 2025. 

4.  During and after that employment I reviewed public corporate and trademark records, archived 

product and client pages, published journalism including a Radio Svoboda report dated February 

13, 2026, and information I learned as an employee. I formally studied Russian, including study 

at Herzen University in St. Petersburg, and have worked and traveled in contexts connected to 

Russia. Those experiences are how I read the public record. They are not a “preoccupation” 

invented to harm Plaintiff. 
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5.  On or about September 10, 2026, I completed the memorandum attached to my Answer as 

Exhibit A and directed it to OFAC and BIS for sanctions consideration concerning OOO “MKO 

Systems.” Exhibit A compiles registries, trademark records, published reporting, and my 

observations. I offer it as a petition and source compilation. I do not claim, and Exhibit A is not 

offered as, a sworn statement that the FSB holds a stock certificate in the Virginia corporation. 

6.  I have communicated with some of Plaintiff’s customers, employees, event organizers, and the 

public about MKO Systems / historical Oxygen Software lineage, product capabilities, 

government-customer risk, and control. I believe those communications were consistent with 

published reporting and public records. I deny that I stated as fact that the FSB holds equity in 

Oxygen Forensics, Inc. or is the record owner of the company. Plaintiff’s papers treat “owned by 

the FSB” and “controlled by the FSB” as the same sentence. They are not. My point has been 

control and influence: product lineage with MKO Systems and historical Oxygen Software; 

development history connected to MNIIRS; Russian-state and security-service procurement of that 

line; the regulatory picture of cryptographic software sold into that sector; and published 

journalism and open-source reporting that Eduard Bendersky, a sanctioned former head of FSB 

special forces, has taken a role at MNIIRS, where the software is alleged to have been developed 

at least in part. That is a public-interest conclusion about control. It is not a statement that the FSB 

is the owner of Oxygen Forensics, Inc. 

7.  I described Plaintiff’s tools as “hacking software” or similar based in part on statements I 

attribute to Oxygen Forensics employee Neil Solt in a recorded conversation, including that the 

software is “hacking software when you really get down to it” and has “built-in malware.” I 

identified that recording in Exhibit A (including at page 56 of that compilation). 
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8.  I did not file or prosecute a Virginia Employment Commission claim as Plaintiff has described. 

I applied for unemployment insurance in New York. Plaintiff’s November 5, 2025 letter from 

Nicholas Hantzes, attached to my Answer as Exhibit B, stated that following separation the 

Company notified me it would not contest my claim for unemployment benefits. 

9.  I retained two work laptops after termination as evidence for reports to investigators. I did not 

retain them for personal use. Plaintiff sued me in New York over equipment. That case is pending. 

I deny conversion. That dispute is not this motion. 

10.  I did not demand $210,000 in exchange for silence. Before the October 20, 2025 conversation, 

I had already contacted the FBI and the State Department, including visiting 26 Federal Plaza in 

person, calling the FBI tip line, filing IC3 complaints, and speaking with members of the State 

Department’s security services. In that conversation I said I wanted to negotiate, over about 30 

days, a severance that included indemnification because I believed customers were being misled 

on company-of-origin and related risk. I did not offer to sell silence. I did not state the figure 

“$210,000” or any similar calculated demand as Plaintiff describes it. 

11.  I began posting about these issues after published journalism, including the February 13, 2026 

Radio Svoboda report mentioning Oxygen Forensics, not as a plot hatched only after service of a 

lawsuit. After that reporting tied the broader Oxygen / MKO story to FSB-linked figures and 

ransomware risk, I contacted some customers and employees to share the articles and my analysis 

of the public record. That was days before I received a summons in this or the related equipment 

matter. Some later posts followed court papers and demand letters. Timing after a lawsuit is not 

proof that the underlying statements are false. 
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12.  I intend to appear at the September 23, 2026 hearing unless the Court excuses appearance. I 

oppose any order that would stop me from petitioning the United States government or from 

discussing public records and published reporting. I also oppose any order that treats a conclusion 

about FSB control, drawn from the Bendersky / MNIIRS / MKO public record, as if it were a false 

claim of FSB stock ownership in the Virginia company. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on September 14, 2026, at Brooklyn, New York. 

/s/ Max Weissberg 
Max Weissberg 
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